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Hosts: Hans Boeckler Foundation in cooperation with

Universität of Hamburg and the 

European Trade Union Institute (ETUI) Brussel

(the ETUI is financially supported by the 

European Communities)

Venue: Universität Hamburg 

Flügel Ost - Raum 221

Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1

D-20146 Hamburg

Application 22nd of January 2010

deadline: Confirmation of registration together with details

of how to get to the venue will be sent after the 

closing date.

Organisation/ Hans-Böckler-Stiftung

Registration: Abt. Organisation/Verwaltung

Katharina Kruse

Hans-Böckler-Straße 39

D-40476 Düsseldorf

Tel.: +49 (0)211 7778-111

Fax: +49 (0)211 7778-4111

katharina-kruse@boeckler.de

Remarks: There is no charge for attending the conference.

The organisers will cover the costs of

accommodation and meals during the conference

but cannot cover participants´ travel costs.

Simultaneous translation German-English.

Hans-Böckler-Straße 39

D-40476 Düsseldorf

Tel.: +49 (0)211 7778-0

Fax: +49 (0)211 7778-120

www.boeckler.de



Friday, 5th of February 2010

2.00 pm Welcome

2.15 pm 20 years on: “Jenseits der Beschlusslage”
John Monks, General Secretary of the European

Trade Union Confederation, Brussels, Belgium

Nikolaus  Simon, Representative of the Executive

Board of the Hans Böckler Foundation,

Düsseldorf

Prof. em. Eberhard Schmidt, Bremen

Prof. Jeremy Waddington, University of

Manchester, Warrington, UK (tbc)

Chair: Prof. Heiko Geiling, University of Hanover

4.00 pm - Individualisation – the crisis of the standard
7.00 pm employment relationship - flexicurity 

Dr. Jean-Yves Boulin, National Centre for Scientific

Research and Université Paris-Dauphine, France

Prof. Klaus Dörre, University of Jena

Dr. Maria Jepsen, European Trade Union Institute,

Brussels, Belgium

Agnes Jongerius, President of the Federatie Neder-

landse Vakbewegung, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Prof. Kerstin Jürgens, University of Kassel

Prof. Ulrich Mückenberger, University of

Hamburg

Chair: Prof. Rainer Erd, Darmstadt University of

Applied Science

8.00 pm Evening reception (foyer of east wing of
university main building)
- In memory of Prof. Jürgen Hoffmann 

(† 29.9.2009), co-initiator and editor of the report 

“Jenseits der Beschlusslage” – 

Reiner Hoffmann, IG Bergbau,Chemie, Energie,

Düsseldorf

- Farewell to Prof. Ulrich Mückenberger, retiring 

from his research and teaching activities at 

Hamburg University – 

Prof. Birgit Geißler, University of Bielefeld

Saturday, 6th of February 2010

9.30 am Prospects for the trade unions in view of
individualisation and the global financial crisis 
Michael Vassiliadis, General Secretary of the trade

union IG Bergbau, Chemie, Energie, Hanover - 

Keynote Speaker

Ralf Fücks, Chairman of the Heinrich Böll 

Foundation, Berlin

Michael Guggemos, IG Metall, Frankfurt/M (tbc)

Prof. Richard Hyman, London School of

Economics and Political Science, London, England

Eva Roth, Frankfurter Rundschau, Frankfurt

Prof. Michael Schumann, Sociological Research

Institute, Göttingen

Moderation: Theo Schlüter, Radio Bremen

12.00 am Financial market crisis and conclusions for 
policymakers
Prof. Kurt Hübner, University of British 

Columbia, Vancouver, Canada -  Keynote Speaker

Ulrich Eckelmann, Industriegewerkschaft Metall,

Frankfurt/M

Dr. Dierk Hirschel, German Trade Union 

Confederation, Berlin

Andrew Watt, European Trade Union Institute,

Brussels, Belgium

Prof. Paul Windolf, University of Trier

Chair: Dr. Frank Gerlach, Düsseldorf

1.00 pm Lunch

2.00 pm - Financial market crisis and conclusions for 
4.00 pm policymakers

-  continued -

In the 1990 report entitled “Jenseits der Beschlusslage” (“Beyond

the Policy Position”) academic tutors at the Hans Böckler 

Foundation (HBS) assessed the situation and prospects of trade

unions in Germany. The two main themes examined in the book

were individualisation of working and living conditions and 

globalisation of capitalist production and markets – both of

which represented new challenges for the unions.

“Jenseits der Beschlusslage” triggered a wide-ranging internal

and external debate amongst trade unions. Collectivism, which

up till then had been regarded as a basic requirement for trade

union solidarity, could not longer be taken for granted in the 

face of a situation in which employees world-wide were 

increasingly being deprived of the security traditionally offered

by the state. There was widespread discussion of the report’s 

assessment, and its findings were also reflected in the basic 

programme drawn up by the German Trade Union 

Confederation (DGB) in 1996.

Twenty years on, the two basic assumptions of the 1990 report

are more relevant than ever. Erosion of the standard employ-

ment relationship – regarded at the time as something of a 

chimera – has now created widespread precarity. The impact of

the global financial crisis on the real economy has underlined the

extent to which nation states are dependent on globalisation.

The trade unions have reacted to both these phenomena, but as

yet have not come up with any convincing answers. It would

therefore seem appropriate to revisit “Jenseits der Beschlusslage”

and assess its relevance to the current and future situation.

This is why the Hans Böckler Foundation, together with the 

University of Hamburg and the European Trade Union Institute

(ETUI), is organising an international 2-day academic and 

political symposium in Hamburg focussing on the two core 

challenges for trade unions – individualisation/the crisis of the

standard employment relationship and the global/financial 

market crisis. It will examine the analysis and answers produced

back in 1990 and attempt to draw up an assessment of where to

go from here. Academic experts and trade union representatives

from home and abroad will come together to evaluate “Jenseits

der Beschlusslage” from a modern perspective and discuss the

validity of new concepts and strategies for tackling the problems

that were first raised back in 1990.


