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What is the far right?
Far right umbrella
◦ Issue ownership of nationalism
◦ ‘Nationalist solutions’

Extreme right and radical right
◦ Democracy
◦ Fascism
◦ Violence
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Conventional wisdom: Transnational
cleavage and culture
Two dimensions:

1.
Ethnic competition:
◦ fear of loss of cultural identity
◦ the perceived incompatibility between cultures
◦ the perceived inability of certain groups to assimilate
2. Cultural backlash: about broader value change
◦ a reaction against progressive cultural change
◦ groups resisting change
Indicators:
◦ Immigration
◦ Social values
◦ Education
◦ Mistrust in global/ national governance

Economic insecurity matters but its
impact is complex
Economic insecurity not just about economic performance
◦ Protective institutions (e.g. welfare state) & groups (e.g. trade unions) lower far
right support
◦ Impact of negative/low economic performance on individuals is mediated by
institutions
◦ Empirical evidence for direct and mediating impact of welfare state institutions in
EU countries at both national level (using national election results) and individual
level (using pooled survey data)

Immigration also matters – but it is not just about culture
◦ Immigration has both economic and cultural impact
◦ Far right success builds on a coalition of ‘materialists’ and ‘nationalists’
◦ Empirical evidence for the relevance of economic and cultural concerns for far right
support over immigration using pooled survey data
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Welfare state institutions mediating role individual level test using survey data
Average Marginal Effects of Unemployment (time of last election, 95% CIs)
.02

[Note: Logistic regression analysis controls for age, gender, education and unemployment benefits]
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Economic and cultural concerns over immigration and their impact on far
right party support – 2014 European Social Survey
Dislikes (<5 on 10
>4
points scale)
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Vlandas and Halikiopoulou (2017) The winning anti-immigration coalition: Concerns over
the economic and cultural impact of immigration and far right party success in Europe

Conclusion
Rise of far right parties but differences across countries
and individuals
We need to supply alternative solutions to meet the
demand drivers of far right support
◦ Demand (economic insecurity) is not just a given
◦ Immigration not just about culture

Ongoing research/next steps
◦ Individual level data to explore occupational and insecurity drivers
◦ Expand analysis to additional ‘protective’ welfare state institutions

