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Problems to tackle ?

▪ chemical pollution causes direct harm to the environment with 
high costs for society and the environment, which often materialize 
after a long time

▪ 74% of chemical production in EU are hazardous chemicals for 
human health (unchanged since 2004)  Source: Estat

▪ growing number of hazardous chemicals found in human blood, 
body tissues and ecosystems COM study, 2017

▪ 3,5 million sites in EU contaminated by hazardous substances, 
including very persistent substances COM study 2017

▪ 84% of  Europeans worried about the impact of chemicals 
present in everyday products on their health Eurobarometer 2017

▪ chemical production is expected to double globally by 2030  Global 
chemicals outlook II, 2019
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A zero pollution ambition for a toxic free environment

❑ actions required to prevent pollution as well as measures 
to clean and remedy it

❑ scope : air, water, soil and consumers products

❑ new measures to address particularly harmful sources of 
pollution like micro-plastics and persistent chemicals (i.e. 
PFAS)



Overal goals of the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability

better

protection for 

citizens and the 

environment

COM

encourage 

innovation and 

increase

competitiveness

- simplifying and strengthening the legal framework

- address risks posed by endocrine disruptors, by 

hazardous chemicals in imported products, by 

combined exposure and by persistent chemicals



6

BEUC - ETUC - EEB call to revitalize EU chemicals policy

◼ Joint policy recommendations for the future EU Chemicals Strategy
sent to Commission President Ursula von der Leyen on 11 Dec 2019

Three main priorities:

❑ reduce the exposure of citizens and environment to toxic chemicals

➢ ETUC priority: 25 extra BOELs in the CMD by 2024

❑ make sure there are coherences and synergies between the
various pieces of EU legislation on chemicals

➢ ETUC priority: CMD scope extension to Reprotoxics

❑ promote substitution and green innovation

https://www.etuc.org/sites/default/files/publication/file/2019-12/Policy%20recommendations%20final.pdf
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European Parliament resolution on the EU Chemicals Strategy

10 July 2020

EP key demands:

❑ coherence and synergies between chemicals legislation, OSH
legislation, products legislation, water, soil and air and waste
legislations

❑ take into account the risk posed by endocrine disruptors, hazardous
chemicals in imported products, and combination effects of different
chemicals and very persistent chemicals

❑ a legislative proposal to include substances that are toxic for
reproduction within the scope of the CMD

❑ an action plan to close the gaps in the current legal framework
preventing the presence of chemicals in products, giving priority to
the products that consumers come into close and frequent contact
with, such as textiles, furniture, children’s products and absorbent
hygiene products.

❑ an action plan to address risks of PBT, vPvB, and persistent and
mobile substances



8

Five chapters in the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

Stronger legislation

Innovation/competitiveness

Coherence/rationalisation

Knowledge and science

Global
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Examples of envisaged concrete actions (1)

◼ Strengthen EU legislation to ensure a high level of protection of human
health and the environment from hazardous substances:

Modifications of REACH and CLP to:

❑ Develop a new hazard class for Endocrine Disruptors in CLP/GHS

❑ Adding further categories of substances to the list of SVHC
(REACH candidate list): neurotoxiciy, immnotoxicity, respiratory
sensitisers, persistent mobile and toxic (PMT) and very persistent
and very mobile (vPvM) substances

❑ Adress combined exposure through the introduction of a Mixture
Assessment Factor (MAF) in DNEL/PNEC

❑ Strenghthen EU enforcement (EU inspectors)

Action Plan on PFAS to avoid their concentration increase in the
environment and their effects on population (only essential uses
allowed)
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Examples of envisaged concrete actions (2)

◼ Promoting innovation and ensuring global competitiveness:

❑ Only essential uses of SVHC authorised or allowed under
Restrictions

❑ Level playing field between EU & non-EU manufacturers by
subjecting imported articles to authorisation under REACH

❑ Shift to Green Chemistry and safety-by-design by developing EU
criteria

❑ Promotion of a toxic-free, circular and climate neutral economy
by ensuring non-toxic material cycles via legislation (interface
Waste/Chemicals/products legislations)
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Examples of envisaged concrete actions (3)

◼ Achieving coherent and effective legal framework on chemicals:

❑ Moving towards "One substance, One Assessment" - harmonised
methodologies in ECHA/EFSA for hazard and exposure
assessment, joint approaches to assess groups of substances, data
sharing

❑ Improve consistency of EU chemicals management across
legislations (REACH/CLP vs Product legislations (food contact
materials, toys, cosmetics, ecolabels) vs OSH vs Environmental
legislations (waste, air, water, industrial emissions)

❑ More workable Chemical legislations for SMEs

❑ Strengthen ECHA's governance by empowering ECHA to revoke
registration numbers in case of persistent non-compliance of
registration dossiers
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Examples of envisaged concrete actions (4)

◼ Providing a comprehensive and transparent knowledge base for
citizens, authorities and industries:

❑ Strengthen data requirement under REACH: registration
of polymers, Chemical Safety Report for substances 1-10
t/y, mandatory updates of registration dossiers

❑ Common data platform to manage Safety Data Sheets

❑ Improve data generation and data sharing by ensuring
transparent tracking of substances across their lifecycle (Digital
Product Passport)

◼ Provide a model inspiring chemicals management globally:

❑ Ambitious international framework on the sound management of
chemicals (UN GHS/ Stockholm and Rotterdam conventions)

❑ Ensure that imports fulfil same safety standards as EU
manufactured articles



13

Timeline

◼ Adoption and publication of the EU Chemicals Strategy for 

Sustainability announced for 14 October 2020

◼ Type of initiative : Communication from the Commission to the 

EU Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social 

Cttee and the Cttee of the Regions

◼ Accompanied with Staff Working Documents

◼ Lead DG: DG ENV – B2 Sustainable Chemicals



Thank you, further information on

❑ DG ENV website: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-

say/initiatives/12264-Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-

❑ European Parliament website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-

train/theme-a-european-green-deal/file-chemicals-strategy

❑ Leaked document from DG Grow : https://www.politico.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2020/07/SKM_C45820071516170.pdf
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