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JUST

TRANSITIONS: 
THE NARROW

(ORIGINAL) 
VISION

• Unions focused on providing supports for fossil fuel workers &
communities as these sectors are phased out in the transition to
a lower carbon economy.

• In this narrow sense, Just Transition prescribed a set of policies
and funding to implement those policies. Based on “justice” to
workers and their families adversely affected by a transition to
lower carbon economy.

• Some of these policies engaged traditional Labour Law subject
matter:

• Re-training and apprenticeships

• Pension bridging rights

• Revised unemployment insurance schemes

• Preferential hiring rules

• Collective bargaining rules and the scope of bargaining, etc

4



An attempt to bring
Labour Law into the 

Climate Change 
discussion.

Thought Exercise

If we created a legal 
field called Just 
Transitions Law, 

what would be the 
content of that field?
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JUST

TRANSITIONS: 
THE BROADER

VISION

“The definition, scope and scale of [Just Transitions] range from a modest 
claim for jobs in the green economy to a radical and alterative global 

vision that replaces extractive capitalism and expanding militarism and 
imperialism with a civilizing globalization”.   

Bainton, et al, “The Energy-Extractives Nexus and the Just Transition” (2020), 
Sustainable Development 

“The broader usage of “just transition” …. emphasizes the importance of 
not continuing to sacrifice the well-being of vulnerable groups for the 
sake of advantaging others, as has been the norm in the fossil-fuel-driven 
economy. Thus, the broad concept of a “just transition” may in fact be 
even more radical than the narrow one because the former calls for a 
grand restructuring of societal inequality.”

Anne Eisenberg, “Just Transitions” (2019) U. Southern Cal Law Review

“JT is defined as a fair and equitable process for moving towards a post 
carbon society.  This process must seek fairness and equity with regards 
to the major global justice concerns such as ethnicity, income, gender, 

within both developed and developing contexts…. [JT must ensure] both 
a fair and equitable transition for all individuals and communities.”

- McCauley & Heffron “Just Transition: Integrating Climate, Energy, and 
Environmental Justice” (2017) Energy Policy 7
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A “JUST” 
TRANSITION:  

NARROW

VISION



”JUSTICE” IN A

BROADLY

DEFINED JUST

TRANSITION

VISION
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listening.
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?per_id=553786
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