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Introduction – the project

The overarching question: do we need to rethink 
and reinvent the welfare state to adjust it to the 
needs of a digital zero-carbon world (and more 
importantly how we get there in a socially 
balanced way)

In more concrete terms, the aim of the project 
was formulated:  explore three ways how the 
European Green Deal can become a social 
contract for Europe



Structure

1) Define ways for a new welfare policy framework with view 
to a net-zero carbon (low growth/no growth) economy. Develop 
networks between – up to now rather isolated - academic 
communities in climate and environmental studies on the one 
hand and welfare and social studies on the other.
2) Evaluate if EU recovery and related national plans (RRPs) 
respond to both environmental and social concerns 
3) Prepare analysis and suggestions on the role of public 
services on way and in a zero-carbon economy with an increasing 
role of public goods. How to finance the necessary social 
investments, broader public services and the welfare state in 
general in a post-growth zero carbon society. 

This workshop focuses on point No2



Role of the welfare state

While the old welfare state concept was developed on 
basis of a resource intensive and exploitative economic 
growth paradigm, it has several functions in the 
Ecological-Social context (as Sabbato and Mandelli put 
it):
• setting benchmarks for the green transition -
principles and rights 
• enablers of the green transition - social investment 
policies (managing employment transitions)
• as buffers in the green transition - social protection 
policies
• conflict-management tools of the green  transition -
social dialogue & participation 



RRF and NRRPs in focus

Under this framework, the following presentations 
will take a look 
at the EU Recovery and Resilience Facility 
then at national RRPs how these match social 
and environmental objectives 
and how these fit into the broader economic 
governance structure of the EU.


